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From Monday 15 to Saturday 20 September 2025, the national final of the 2nd edition of the
Cameroon Nationals (COCAM), coupled with the 1st edition of the World School Debating
Championship- Cameroon, was held, a national program for the development of an endogenous
oratory culture and the shaping of debate and speech programs in Cameroon.

Under the high patronage of the Ministry of Youth and Civic Education, COCAM 2025 was co-
organized by Cameroon Debate Association (CDA) and the University of Yaoundé 1 in partnership
with several other supervisory ministries: the Ministry of Basic Education (MINEDUB), the Ministry
of Arts and Culture (MINAC), the Ministry of Secondary Education (MINESEC), and the Ministry of
External Relations (MINREX). UNESCO, UNICEF, and AIDUS Cameroon were the program’s primary
technical and financial partners for this second edition, whose overall theme was: “Local Languages,
Cultural Diversity, and Sustainable Development.”

The competition began in the ten (10) regions with awareness campaigns, training sessions, and then
regional selections, culminating in the selection of winners who served as official representatives
of their respective regions. This involved a total of 548 young people and professionals. The final
phase in Yaoundé brought together nearly 70 regional champions, including a notable participant: a
French national studying at the University of Cambridge (UK). This report recounts the key moments
of the second edition of the Cameroon Oratory Cup, from registration in February 2025, through the
regional competitions in March-May, to the grand national final in September at Amphitheatre 300
of the University of Yaoundé I* and the UBUNTU Cultural Center?.

1 From Monday 15th to Saturday 20th September 2025, the training sessions, elimination rounds and the grand final took place in this
amphitheatre.

2The Ubuntu Cultural Centre hosted the finals of the eloquence, slam and storytelling categories on the afternoon of Thursday, September 18,
2025.
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ABOUT COCAM

Lancée Launched in 2023, the Cameroon Oratory Cup (COCAM) is a structured project for the
development of Cameroonian orality led by Debate Cameroon (CDA) in partnership with more than
one hundred Cameroonian civil society organizations and institutions in order to raise awareness,
train, select and put Cameroonian speakers in competition at the local, regional, sub-regional,
continental and global level on current and future topics in a diversity of languages and artistic or
cultural disciplines. The CDA is affiliated with a global network of debate and speech programs in
several languages and across several continents. One of the program’s objectives is to contribute
to maximizing Cameroon’s representation in sub-regional and international competitions. In the
short term, by 2026, plans include a national championship with ten (10) categories and the
organization of the first edition of the Central Africa Plus sub-regional championship. COCAM was
created through the merger of national and regional oratory competitions organized by the CDA,
the umbrella organization for Cameroonian oratory, from 2009 to 2015 and then from 2019 to
2021, including: CANUDC 1, 2, 3 and ORATORIUM 1 and 2.

MISSION & OBJECTIVES OF COCAM
Mission of COCAM

To contribute to the development of an authentic Cameroonian oratory culture, based on African
oral traditions, with the aim of showcasing Cameroon’s oral heritage and promoting national and

transnational oral tradition actors.

Strategic objectives

Strategic Objective 1: To identify and train young, untapped talent in Cameroonian oral storytelling,
mentoring them and showcasing their work on the national and international stage.

Strategic Objective 2: To ensure Cameroon’s permanent representation in international oral
storytelling competitions, in as many international languages as possible, at all sub-regional,
continental, and global events and forums.

Strategic Objective 3: To develop, in a competitive manner and with a view to its self-sufficiency, a
national transdisciplinary network of public and private actors focused on youth, arts, culture, and
development in the 10 regions of Cameroon.

Strategic Objective 4: To encourage the observance and even the promotion of rights, responsibilities,
and values related to the Sustainable Development Goals and the ideals of the United Nations through
the implementation of innovative socio-cultural projects centered on dialogue.

Strategic Objective 5: To contribute to the democratic structuring of the illocutionary movement in
Cameroon and Central Africa by establishing appropriate and efficient management bodies.

Strategic Objective 6: To promote the presentation of the tangible and intangible heritage of
Cameroon and the sub-region through engaging and media-based oral activities for young people in
the 10 regions of Cameroon.

6
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OUR APPROACH

COCAM is a structuring project headed by an organizing team or committee established to organize,
monitor, and ensure the smooth running of the competition throughout the country, step by step.
This committee includes, among others: experts in the fields of oratory, communication, art, and law;
teachers; partners; members of the CDA (National Academy of Oratory Arts); and local organizations
operating in the field of public speaking. Before the official launch of each edition, the CDA contacts
institutions by letter that could host the competition at the national level. The national competition
is linked to a National Academy of Oratory Arts where certain participants—students, professionals,
and partners—receive the status of national coach. But it all begins at the local level, in the regions.

The Pre-Competition Phase

COCAM begins with preparatory activities in the regions: on-the-ground communication, awareness
campaigns, and training for participants and partner institutions. Several activities have been
carried out, including identifying the schools and universities that will participate in the competition,
sending invitations to the heads of these institutions, establishing databases, and training the
candidates.

1. 1- Identification of Schools and Universities
The competition is organized for young people, whether enrolled in school or not. We identified

these schools throughout the country, in all regions and by city, through our various coordination
and artistic direction teams.

Table 1: Summary of targeted institutions by region

SECONDARY UNIVERSITY AND
N° REGION SCHOOLS — VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
Colleges g Private Public
schools
1 | ADAMAOUA 18 11 09 01 39
2 CENTRE o7 05 15 02 29
3 EAST 08 09 05 01 23
4 FAR NORTH 14 20 05 01 40
5 LITTORAL 15 06 o7 01 29
6 NORTH 09 15 06 00 30
7 NORTH WEST 03 02 04 01 10
Dschang 04 05 01 01 11
& WEST Bafoussam | 04 o7 06 00 17 28
Ebolowa 03 04 06 01 14
9 | SOUTH = 49
Kribi 14 12 09 00 35
Buea 04 03 06 01 14
10 | SOUTH WEST 28
Limbe 08 03 03 00 14
TOTAL 111 102 82 10 305
7
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1.2- Official invitations letters to Schools and Universities

After identifying the participating institutions, invitations are sent to them through our regional
coordinators.

Participation in the junior category competition is contingent upon parental authorization and
endorsement from the student’s home institution. This year, the junior competition included an
online selection phase at the final stage between the top best regional candidates. The top final
candidates received full scholarship from the National Org. committee, to travel to Yaoundé for the
national finals.

Table 2 : Summary of Targeted Institutions at the National Level

MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND HIGH VOCATIONNAL SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS AN UNIVERSITIES

Colleges  High schools Private Public

102 82 10
213 92
305

A total of 305 institutions (213 high schools and middle schools; 92 universities and higher
education institutions) received official invitations to participate in COCAM 2025 by mail.

1.3- Database Establishment

After identifying and sending invitations to the selected institutions, a database for data archiving
is established. This crucial phase of the organization allows for the collection of information on the
various candidates who registered either online or in person.

For registration and efficient data management, a registration link is set up to enrol candidates,
partners, coaches, and judges. Information is centralized at the national level through this link.
Candidates without an Android phone or email address are enrolled by regional representatives or

the central committee after completing physical forms.

8
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1.4- Capacity building for all candidates

Following the aforementioned steps, candidates receive training in their respective regions, both
online and in person, covering the various categories, the rules of the game, and the values of our
partners in relation to the overall theme of the competition. These training sessions took place in all
regions of the country and were led by experienced trainers with proven track records, covering all
categories. This hybrid model was chosen to allow as many candidates and all interested individuals
as possible to participate and receive training to prepare themselves for the competition itself.

ClZE" . 4
FORMATION Formation
ARTORATOIRE Pratique sur

F PLAIDOIRIE — le S la m

26.04.2025 | 9H

Yaoundé, Tif skill academy derriére le lycée
éral p rie |

THEME

D25 1 2 Wil 2025
g™ 30ffi7m30

('.‘omprem}re la plaidoirie en cumpetmm\ et
comment s'organise une ccmpe-lmun de plaidoirie 7
(Partie 2)

19H-21H

Heure du Cameroun Tk +237 63876 7913 /6 96 32 7260 , LB A1LIANCE FRANCAISE DE NGADUNDERE

€3 COTAM-Coupe Oratolre da Camero "
T & ® @ g §mo sumvisencon

Figure 2 : Presentation of some posters for the training programs
2- The Competition Phase

This second stage is the crucial element of COCAM. It is the competition phase itself. It consists of
the preliminary rounds, the regional rounds, and the national final.

2.1- Preliminaries

The participating institutions are asked to select their candidates and, if possible, to putthem through
an internal competitive selection process. Candidates who do not follow the formal channels of their
institutions can participate in the regional competition, even if they are not officially nominated by
their institutions. Senior and Master’s candidates do not need official confirmation to participate in
the national championship.

2.2- Regionals Summary

The regional competitions mark the official start of the competition. Here, registered candidates
are trained and compete in preliminary rounds leading up to the regional final in three different
categories across five disciplines: debate, advocacy, public speaking, slam poetry, and storytelling®.

1 Candidates were divided into three categories: Juniors (aged 12 to 17), Seniors (aged 18 to 24) and finally Masters
(aged over 24).
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Only after these various stages of the competition are the representatives of each region determined.
These regional competitions took place in all regions of Cameroon.

A W B e oo
COCAM
ADAMAOUA 2025
SELECTION
REGIONALE _
X NGAOUNDERE X

SABARA Il DIDIER JUSTE-ROI PADAKNGA SIMEON

Figure 3 lllustration of some Regional Selections

Under the guidance of the Regional Coordinators, the competition was held in each region. After
registration and training, teams were formed to launch the competition in each category. Only after

this phase were the best teams identified, and these regional champions then represented their
respective regions.

3Candidates were divided into three categories: Juniors (aged 12 to 17), Seniors (aged 18 to 24) and finally Masters
(aged over 24).
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Table 5 : Regional summary

AN o

N° | REGION DATE (S)

1 | Adamaoua 24-26/04/2025

2 | Centre 03-10/05/2025

3 |EST 10/05/2025

4 | Extréme Nord 07 Juy 2025

5 Littoral April 2025

6 | North 10/05/2025

7 Nord-West 18/04/2025

s | ouest 15 Avril au 3 Mai
2025

9 | Sud- Ouest 26 Avril 2025

10 | Sud Juillet 2025

2.3- The Nationals

It took place primarily at the University of Yaoundé
and the UBUNTU Cultural Center from Monday,
September 15th to Saturday, September 20th,
2025. In total, nine out of ten delegations travelled
to Yaoundé for this final. An additional category was
introduced: Negotiations. For this grand final, the
qualified senior and Master categories competed in
Yaoundé, while the junior category held its qualifying
rounds online. This was for obvious reasons: the
national COCAM (Cameroon Olympic Committee) took
place during a period when the juniors had returned
to school. Only the top performers after these online
qualifying rounds were invited to Yaoundé for the
closing ceremony on Saturday.

A
Vo ©

LOCATION

Alliance Francaise de Garoua
Tiff Skil Academy, UCAC
DYSDA

CDA Far-North

Be Yourself

I'Institut des Beaux Arts et de
I'Innovation (IBAI) a I'université de
Garoua.

I’'Université Catholique de Bamenda
(CATUC)

Alliance Franco-Camerounaise de
Dschang

Limbe & Buea

Ebolowa

La Coupe Oratoire
du Cameroun

Q Faculté des Arts, Lettres et
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Yaoundé 1
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a- The UBUNTU Cultural Centre

The Ubuntu Cultural Center served as the
venue for the finals of three categories in
this competition: Slam/Poetry, Eloquence,
and Storytelling. The finals of these different
categories were held on Thursday, September
18th, in the afternoon and saw the presence
of leading figures in the field, such as the
slam poet Rodrigue NDZANA, who also served
| as president of the jury for this category, the
notable presence of Paul YANN, voice-over
expert, Marlyse NZOUENGOU (playwright and
actress, AIDUS), Professor PANGOP Alain Cyr, and the President of COCAM, Samuel BINYOU, to
name just a few.

bThe University of Yaoundé |

Amphitheatre 300 of the Faculty of Arts, Letters, and Human Sciences at the University of Yaoundé
and its surrounding areas hosted the training sessions, national qualifying rounds, and final rounds
for each category. Several competition-related activities took place: training sessions, entertainment,
opening and closing ceremonies, qualifying rounds, and the various finals for pleading, debating,
and negotiation, at the junior, senior, and master levels.

The event scheduled at the National Museum was cancelled due to organizational delays.
Participants received refresher training on the competition rules, objectives, and various stages; in
addition, they benefited from intensive training sessions until Saturday, September 20th.

Figure 4 : Overall images Opening ceremony (Wed. 17/09/25, Amphitheater 300 U.Y.I)
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In its mission to train and mentor young people, the Cameroon
Debate Association aims to perpetuate the culture of debate
and public speaking by training professionals and equipping
them to become coaches and trainers in public speaking. It is
with this in mind that it has, As part of the second edition of
the National Academy of Oral Arts of Cameroon (ANAO), orators
were trained to become trainers and teachers of the discipline
in their respective communities. To this end, the learners and

future champions of the art of public speaking received cutting- = 155'“56";025
edge training, including masterclasses taught by experts in the o
field. A total of five masterclasses were offered: Slam Poetry, (/. Bwiess:lnspire: Conquer

Poetry, Voice-Over, Advocacy, Communication and Publication, s*"*_‘ Qo Ly B _‘i @)
i ; E8Y r@« GHE M 20w
and the Economics of Orality. o Gt

Figure 5 Training poster. National Training Academy.
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The masterclasses were held from Wednesday, September 17th to Saturday, September 20th,
2025 in Amphitheatre 300. Through slam poetry, performance artist Rodrigue Ndzana shared his
knowledge and expertise in the field. Following this, another masterclass, focusing on voice-over
work, was presented by expert Paul Yann. Participants expressed their satisfaction with the training.
Professor Alain Cyr Pangop and Attorney John Bopou Tchana then took to the stage, respectively
presenting on advocacy and public communication. The modules on the economics of orality and
storytelling were led by Head Coach Samuel Binyou and Marlyse Nzouengou Fopa, an actress,
playwright, and representative of the AIDUS Cameroon network. The experts thoroughly guided
the participants on techniques and strategies for delivering effective presentations and making a
positive impression. In addition to that, there are the techniques of good communication.

UNE CAUTION OFFICIELLE DE : UNE CAUTION OFFICIELLE DE :

[if unesco ¢ ] & B ¥ [ unesco ¢ T @
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du Cameroun (ANAO-CMR) i " . N du Cameroun (ANAO-CMR)
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Figure 5: Master Class posters.

The tables below summarize the results. At the national level, we have recorded the training and
certification of approximately 30 national coaches/trainers for the year 2025 who can be made

available to our partners.

15

IR Lo 7y SO QE roroncocnmmesco



\ -

A

VaN3nve un4
ROGIVELRE SHEH" eqoN asielg yn4
sueyosq doso
Ov /8 7TL 119 neiRuE e r 0ONO713
ELNER
Iyolvg owasAnAN 00S0d NOQ @nbijoyied NVYH1VNOr
VSSESVELS SHO AnAuisezq Jsjusfr At oAud 939|109 a3y4dv
YNYNO OHNY
VaN3anvg HVYYINIZ alepunoesN eunoJey
AT SHED | S3AYNOTHIMTNYS SIS G op 1uelseloid 939||0] | BUBAIH  [¥eESN
9|lageliN
) TG2CCC8079 BJeuos 939|109 ewesiN
g|nogunog
5109 BSSNOA
690GT/.8.9 VYHVYNOS 91093 elpes noleliel
BNOJEN
0%¢c0S079 oPUDI-0ING 8P 930K] VINY VAIWNOS
TCC68T¢CL9 SEEIoRd d>elv
9p 8ngdullg 89971 |1  HNOINONY
epusweg yexuiz gueyosq ' xa|y
C616 €8 €99 SHED sapino7 yafwes | Y€ B8 CLI | on ongumg e90k | 'L ©HNOSNONY
IMOLYE BSSeA| enoJen
c0 0E VE T.9 SHS foisUaplosUon 0%¢c0S079 9PaUOI-0IN0 Bp 899K VINY VAIINNOS
IMOLYE OWwasAnAN 9Jopunoegn eunoJeH
SIS b 2 SHH AnAuisezq Jsjiusr SR S B 9p 1ueIsal0ld 989(|00 | BUBAIH  [LMVHON
JaquinpN uonnIsu| saweuung JaquinN uonnIsu| saweuung
auoyd Q SsaweN auoyd Q SsaweN

¢l
8=
c O
o O 1T
~ =
’e oT
w
o 6
>
2
=2
o 8
=
— YA
-
w
5 9
= S
= 1%
€
O
0
c
=
m
T
sauldiosig oN

ANOVYHL HSITON3-SILVAIANVO

MNOVHL HON3Yd — S31vAIaNVO

STOOHIS FT1AAIN ® STOOHIS HIIH -SY3IMVIdS TVNOILYN LS39 -S¢ WVI0I - S @lqel

16
-UNESCO

' ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Rapport COCAM 25

AN o



\ -

(ONLvo)

1IN N

enoJen

13449V S140d

A

9TE 80€ G/19 uoosawey Jo 7897808G9

FIGERIL SEUES [snueww3 IIN ap asIaAIUN | YINOL NYMNVYM

Suog\
CPUSWI®E | S enoewws | 129220889 onss3 =Vl s
B Jo Ausianiun ey . OWOIN !lpuem

WS IUOJANAN
— R 90N SLE | /80T66859 IOPUNOBON | \os euyeig)

‘llews|aousliewyomew 10 AQIsJIaAIun ! : ap 9lISIoAIUN ’
YoMeN
onwo)
wn esisin e|enoq ulydjeqg pjeuoq
CTSTCETS9 uoosswe Jo GESTTELGO
AUSISAIUR O1OLIED luswenoyay ap 9USIaAIUN | eqajeg anguoyig
W05 epusweg AnAuion asI3
IeWB®ZZOZANAUIS[OLEW 01Uy981A|0d 8119S0( | 09GST9089 onss3 | sueN IONNOLI
19ysIH |euoneN | aue lesung INDIGNANIFGT
epusweg | eysasn As|ysy SIETIRY SNbILV.P 1901 VINVOIVY
6.6 689 L9 /€C 10 AUSISAIUN Sloiedie] 9G66.6%75G9 anbijoyed . 2GNOBYY
91ISJIaAIUN

W IUOIANAN
woo epusweg 0N aeN | T966T6629 T 9punoe e||91S 9||8ly
‘llewd@loousliewyomew Jo Ausianiun ! T o\.,>m_>_ ap 3lIsIaAIUN 07093 0MNO.L
epusweg suoqn CNOM®a | 5108 vinnodm
ETYTYCE]9 oy 81e|ndeWWT | GGG9EH989 ap anbijoyred SEITEN

S wnyf 9)ISIaAIUN
oo epuasweg AnAuian asl3
IEWS®ZZ0ZANAUIBIBLEW oluUyoaM|od | 8nesor auelN | 09SST9089 onss3 | 8ueN IONNOLT
19ySIH |euoneN IVONNE INDIFGWANIFT
Jagwnp auoyd Aisaaniun aweu ||n4 EXN Aisaaniun aweu ||h4

NOVYHL HSITON3 -S31VvAIaNVO

NOVHL HON3IYA -S31VAIANVO

SYIMVIAS 1S39 TVNOILLYN -SC INVI0I S.4ILSVIANl ® S.HOIN3S - S 3lqel

17
-UNESCO

' ‘ . ‘ ' Rapport COCAM 25

yuey | sauydiosiqg

AN o



\ -

A

WHJ30J |

formanap Jo yoo oy

920¢

ANVI1Id ALSNOD

SNOILVILOD3AN

14N0D LOON

e|eno( ap aliSiaAlu

186856819 | erenog ap ausionun | AT A SELS
A ZEICERRE T
T8B6I6689 | 5punoex ap ausienun | 07083 0MNOL

86 90 IDIGNYD

1AW

8€ 8G 9 €6+ 30 ILSYIAIND | HHdad083d

epusweg | nwepy jemy 86 90 IDIGINYD
eIz Zes J0 Ausionun | pawweyop | 8 8G 9 €5+ 30 3LSyaAINA | (SHNIA 090850
dueyosq vOld3 ydasor
: YIOVANOQ | GZESYEDB9 |  Elenod op ausionun | paLliim VININON

b BUSIAAIUN

IANIWINN NOYINOA

NOINITO TIVHINIO INOINAY.a

epuswe

999 8ET 839 - “L43gTV | 798077989 anoroHyo | ST 3R

SIoN HIMIAOS IMY 3LISYIAINN

[ower uoJey
/T ¥6 61 889 ovoN ONOIQOS | 09STOVGE9 |  elenod op ausioalun | [989SIA NOGVIM
JNNOTO
epusweg | ~ DYNMAHVL ja enopag ap | (9108 YINNOJI
ONFIFAN

epusweg ohwﬁco@ﬁﬂw alopunoen,N ) 104
96 9 TT T89 P MADAN | 8/8TOET69 o sy | 3LSNr ¥3ia@
slie|D - Il Y4VY8VS

ONIMVIdS DI1dNnd

18
-UNESCO

' ‘ ’ ‘ ' Rapport COCAM 25

AN o




\ -

8690 8¢ 85 9 €€+

8L819¢169

7€EC8L9/9

095519089

90 88 SL 689

956/61559

ICT68ICLY

£80166859

L§CCZ8079

798011989

£TC91¢C0S9

}oeluodH

Ajisianlun abpuque)

alopunoeb,N
8p BlsIBAIUN

VAN3INVE SHAO

Ol1SSs3

9l19punoeo N
ap 1uesalold 869100
avon

Bueyosg

ap anbuljig 89247
9l9punoce9 N

9P YsIBAIUN

VHVYNOS 869100
ov0oN

VAN3INVE SHIO

s|00og/Ayis1aAIUN

[HLINId d404d3d
[0Y-3LSNr 431414 [ VEVavs

HY)NIZ S3A¥NOT HAMAVS
osi|3
suep [ANNOL3 INOIGWIANIE3

VNNOHVH VNVAIH [IMVON
1301 VINVOIVY 3GNOOVM

‘d X3V 1L ONOINONY

JTdVS VINIHVEAI

9[I°9qeIN VINVSLN FTNOONNOY
NVHYHEV IAN3d NV3r 37019

HNd V43N 3SIV19 HNA

Aapnonsy Jo yom oy,

wis03| O

H31SVIN/HOINTS -3Z1dd 1S -NOILVILOO3N
H31LSVIN/HOINTS -3Z1dd 1S -ONIMVIdS OI19Nnd
HOINNC -3ZIdd LS -ONIXMVY3dS OI1dNnd

d31SVIN/HOINGS -3ZIdd 1S} -31vd3d

HOINNC -3Z14d 1S} -31vd3d

H31SVIN/JOINITS -3ZIdd 1S -AHd130d/INVIS

HOINNC -3ZIdd LS -AdL30d/NVIS

HILSVIN/HOINGS -3Z1dd LS -ONITT3aL AHOLS/SATVL
JOINNC -3ZIdd 1S} -ONIT13L AJOLS/ST VL
H31SVYIN/HOINGS -3Z14d 1S1 -1dN0D LOON

HOINNr -3ZIdd LS — 1dN0O LOON

SNOILONILSNIA TVNAIAIANI

G20Z INVD0D - SANITAIDISA (90) XIS IHL 40 STTHJOHL

(17
ol

)]
(o]

-UNESCO

' ‘ . ‘ ' Rapport COCAM 25

AN o




\ -

8809T0CL9
00 LE 69 98 9
€V G9€L669

LeveceaclL9
9€ 9966 G119
18¢L 09919

€C LT L6 T/19
T.06 GE €89
¢62968069

7T 60 97 €89
GL 9897 ¥.9
9E OV LT Y99

186616689
GGG9EYI89

098519089

Cc1 SCCETS9
woollewdogzogAnAuig|aliew

¢ 9L ¢0 889
¢8 16 G¥7 669

apunoej

aquii
Sueyosq
Sueyosq
apunoej

epusweg
aquir

epusweg

e|enoQ ap 91IsIaAlUN ‘ejenoq
enoyiag

enoJe

eang
apunoej
apunoej

aquir

epusuieg

T 9PUNOEA 9P )ISISAIUN
enoyiag

ap anbijoyieo gysIaAIUN

apunoeA ‘Q11SS3
epuaweg Jo AlISJIaAlun

apunoex

apunoeA ‘011SS3
enoliag
ap anbijoyrey susIdAIUN

SAZIAd TVAAIAIANI ® WVHL €T IANVO0D

d||IsWlY 0SL104 INON3IMA
wiey INJAINVH
Ulely INVMVL

HN4 HYIHO NO3d3n 4N
9l19eH VTIVIA
yee, eipuay 3uomeT uq

aulj22JB\ equieyy iQ
oplsUy 3NHNISS3IH
[219eD [HNOA

BIPEN JIZNVN NAN3IN
slojog as1dJeg ONISSYON FHOVIN
‘yoxy Jajluuer

VHVYNOS ©1097
epuawieg Jo AlISIaAluN

B[|91S 9J|9ly 0]0g3 01noL

[8108 VIANOdIA ON3IrAN
9sl|3 aleN IANNOL3 INOIGNINIGT

eS|\ luswenoyd] wnT
AnAule anesor aueln lesung

|l 9PUNOEA S QSIAIUN
SIX3ly 9A31S OWOIN IFANYM

9/Aleq AsupAs 0.04N HNVYAT

OANNIN
1$9NQ-pNnS np uoigay

=
«
-1
B3
-C
-1
=
€
-1
€
-C
-1

-€

-
-1

-
-1

Aoy fo 2oms oy

920¢
WU30J

AdVMV d3NL1dvd TVOINHO3L 1S39
AYVMVY S.HONH3IA0D

HON344 - HOVOO 1S34

HSITON3 HOVOO 1S39

39dNr HON344 1S39

39dNr HSITON3 1S39
OdSM -100HJS 1534
NOILNLILSNI 1S39

(31vE3d) Av3aL1 HON3Y4 1S39

(31vg3a) YAINNIM VAL 1S39

d371vaNIvda TVNOILVYN 1S39
3Z14d A4Nr 1vI03dS G INVO0D

d3IMv3adS F1VINGL 1S39

20
-UNESCO

' ‘ . ‘ ' Rapport COCAM 25

AN o




BN v, A dEE N

CHALLENGES
Now in its second edition, COCAM is receiving a positive and resounding response on the ground.
Having recently established itself in all regions of Cameroon, the CDA and the organizing committee
are encountering several problems, including five (5) main difficulties:

Limited mobilization capacity: This difficulty arose on two levels. Firstly, at the institutional level:
some of the targeted schools that could have participated in this second edition were hesitant
and did not respond. For example, the Lycée Classique de Dschang declined to participate in
the competition. Secondly, some candidates from the represented schools withdrew during the
competition for various reasons. This difficulty stems from the fact that we are newly established in
most regions of the country, and also because the competition is not yet well-known to the general
public or most media outlets and partners.

Insufficient human resources and a need for training: Newly established in the ten regions,
Debate Cameroon sometimes struggles to meet all the needs of its unpaid volunteers. Significant
resources are required for field visits, awareness campaigns, and training. This represents the
largest expense in the budget. There is also a pressing need for support in managing online digital
tools and audio-visual production to facilitate coordination efforts.

A rapidly strengthening economic model: This year, over 80% of the competition’s financial
resources were provided by Debate Cameroon (CDA). Since sending mail across the country required
enormous funds, the organizing team had to reduce the number of institutions invited, targeting
only a select few. The digital divide also prevents us from reaching all target audiences. The CDA’'s
economic model will reach its peak with the production of a COCAM television program, paving
the way for advertisers to finance at least 50% of the direct expenses related to the organization.
Facilitating the signing of an agreement with a public or private television station would be one of

the project’s greatest achievements.

Logistical instability: To ensure that COCAM is a truly national multilingual championship, a
system of partial and full scholarships was implemented to allow the most deserving participants
to represent their regions. However, one of the reasons that led some candidates to withdraw,
even after the regional phases, is the confirmation of the official competition date, which depends
entirely on the logistical partner, the host university. To address this issue, it is imperative to set the
final date for COCAM at least 12 months in advance of the event.

Furthermore, while we are extremely grateful for the logistical support of the University of Yaoundé
1 (Amphitheatre 300, 6 rooms for accommodation), the venue made available to us for the event
was insufficient for optimal organization. This issue has drawn the attention of the highest authority
at the host institution.

National monitoring and international support for laureates: It would be wise to obtain the tacit
support of the Ministry of External Relations (MINREX) or the Ministry of Youth and Civic Education
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(MINJEC) to facilitate the international recognition of Debate Cameroon and COCAM with foreign
diplomatic institutions, but also, and above all, to raise funds that allow national champions to
freely participate in international events. For example, for the International Francophone Debate
and Public Speaking Meetings (RIDEF 2025), Cameroon was represented by the champion from
the Central Region, a Frenchman, Dimitri Debord, who also won the Senghor Prize on behalf of
Cameroon. The other candidates were unable to cover their travel expenses. Last year, for the world
championship in Paris, the Debate Cameroon (CDA) was able to mobilize all the necessary resources
(visa fees, accommodation, airfare, stay, etc.), but the national champion was unable to obtain a
visa. The most prominent competition is the World School Debating Championship in Kenya in July
2026. We need technical, administrative and financial support to send a delegation of five (05)
participants: three young people, 1 coach and CDA administrator.

PERSPECTIVES
Short term

- Increased visibility: Boost online presence through social media and SEO to reach 30,000
followers.

- TV program: Launch the organization’s first public speaking television program, a first for the
sub-region.

- Training and networking: Acquire specific skills through training or certifications to improve
team effectiveness. Participate in professional events to establish relevant contacts.

- Sustainability: Sign national and international contracts with brands and companies + Funding
for award winners’ micro-projects in disciplines such as creative sales, artistic pitching, etc.

Middle term

- Project Maturation: Development of a new artistic discipline called “Brainball,” with a national
manual available in both languages.

- Official recognition of CDA by the State of Cameroon as an organization authorized to
represent it in international public speaking competitions.

- International Impact: Launch of the first edition of the sub-regional championship (in
partnership with the IFC network) to encourage sub-regional mobility in the twelve (12) sub-
disciplines and beyond. Regular representation of Cameroon at international events.

Long Term

Global Expansion of the Concept: Through a media partnership, expand the “Brainball”
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competition across the entire continent, starting with Central Africa, West Africa, and North Africa.
- Self-Financing: Build a sustainable economic model guaranteeing the financial security of the
program and the organization, with the possibility of obtaining public-benefit organization status.

- Biennial of Arts and Orality: Potential launch of the International Festival of Arts and Orality (FIAO)
by 2028 or 2029 at the latest. It will be held every two years in Cameroon with international
visitors.

- International Cooperation: Develop international research and development cooperation
between France (Europe) and Cameroon in the following areas: artistic creation, experimental
research, and audio-visual production. Potential creation of a World Chair of Orality (CMO).

RECOMMENDATIONS

In light of these multiple challenges, the following recommendations are made for improvement and
better organization in future editions:

1- Improve the communication strategy: The organizing team must produce sufficient
documentation and establish a communication plan to inform the general public about the
competition. To this end, they should forge partnerships with local media outlets.

2-Increase the competition’s visibility: To enhance the event’s appeal, establish collaboration
agreements with other partners so they can participate, receive training, showcase their products,
discover new talent, etc.

3-Enhance the skills development of the winners: To make the competition increasingly
attractive and competitive, candidates must receive comprehensive, high-quality training led by
local and international experts in both French and English.

4-Establish a post-competition administrative monitoring system: It would be beneficial for
the competition to implement an inter-ministerial and multi-partner post-competition monitoring
system that would guarantee Cameroon’s participation in international competitions and defend
the interests of Cameroon and its national oratory federation within the global network.
5-Diversify the categories and orient COCAM towards the private sector: The “pitch,”
“negotiation,” “voice-over,” and “advocacy” categories alone could attract numerous companies

seeking talent.
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CONCLUSION

Having reached the end of this second edition of the competition, the COCAM organization has
been a success overall. This is evidenced by the enthusiasm of the participants, our partners,
and all stakeholders involved in the event. The difficulties encountered so far by the organizing
committee are largely due to the novelty of the project; despite this, the event was a success, with
the participation of nine out of ten regions of Cameroon, as well as a French delegation. Furthermore,
we firmly believe that future editions will be even better organized. We would like to thank all our
partners who believed in us and continue to do so. Special thanks to the Ministry of Youth and
Civic Education (MINJEC) for sponsoring the event, to the University of Yaoundé | with whom we
co-organized this second edition, thanks to UNESCO, UNICEF, CERDOTOLA, AIDUS Cameroon, the
COCAM Adjutant College and all other public and private partners, gratitude also to all the regional
coordinators and participants (competitors) without whom the event would not have taken place.
To the entire organizing team who volunteered their time and effort, we extend our sincere thanks.
Onward to the third edition!

Done in Yaoundé, September 29, 2025

By Jean Pierre KENFACK,
Secretary General

Reviewed & approved by the President of COCAM
Samuel BINYOU
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TESTIMONY OF A NATIONAL LAUREATE

“l learned that multilingualism is not just a topic for debate, but a tool for building sustainable
futures”

Dear President of COCAM,

Sometimes one opportunity can change the way a young
person sees the world. The COCAM Debate and Public
Speaking Competition did that for me. It was not just a
contest —it was a doorway into courage, growth, and vision.
Through this platform, | discovered that my voice, though
small, can carry weight. I learned that multilingualism
is not just a topic for debate, but a tool for building
sustainable futures. | now see the world differently: a

place where languages unite rather than divide, where
ideas can heal as much as they can transform.

Your decision to send coaches across Cameroon to train us in the World Schools Debate Format
was more than logistics — it was an investment in us. An investment in young leaders, in dreamers,
in voices that the world might never have heard otherwise.

As small as my voice may sound, | urge you: do not stop. Do not relent when others resent your
institution. Think of the lives you have touched, the futures you have shaped, the dreams you have
awakened. Remember our stories — remember my story.

Today, as the Best Speaker of the Competition, | do not see this as the end of a journey, but the
beginning of a larger calling. You have shown me the power of speech, the importance of vision, and
the strength of believing in oneself. And for this, | will always be grateful.

Thank you for giving me — and countless others — the gift of possibility. Thank you for daring to be
the shoulder on which the young can stand and see the world.
With deepest gratitude and renewed purpose

NYUYSEMO JENIFER DZESINYUY, Government High School of Batoke (Limbé, South-West), COCAM
2025 champion, Junior Best Speaker- English track.
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APPENDIX IMAGES COCAM 25- FINAL
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Best moments- COCAM 2025
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Regional COCAM have been an astonishing success in localities prior to the national gathering.
Local authorities where even sometimes present, the case in Douala, with the presence of a
prominent figure of the Cameroonian political arena: Honorable Nourane FOSTER. In other
localities, for instance, Dschang (West) and Ngaoundéré (Adamoua) we received partial or
full technical, logistical and financial support for trainings and regional competitions from the
French Language Alliance network in Cameroon.
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PICTURES OF SOME REGIONAL SELECTIONS
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