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SUMMARY 

From Monday 15 to Saturday 20 September 2025, the national final of the 2nd edition of the 
Cameroon Nationals (COCAM), coupled with the 1st edition of  the World School Debating 
Championship- Cameroon, was held, a national program for the development of an endogenous 
oratory culture and the shaping of debate and speech programs in Cameroon.  
Under the high patronage of the Ministry of Youth and Civic Education, COCAM 2025 was co-
organized by Cameroon Debate Association (CDA) and the University of Yaoundé 1 in partnership 
with several other supervisory ministries: the Ministry of Basic Education (MINEDUB), the Ministry 
of Arts and Culture (MINAC), the Ministry of Secondary Education (MINESEC), and the Ministry of 
External Relations (MINREX). UNESCO, UNICEF, and AIDUS Cameroon were the program’s primary 
technical and financial partners for this second edition, whose overall theme was: “Local Languages, 
Cultural Diversity, and Sustainable Development.”
The competition began in the ten (10) regions with awareness campaigns, training sessions, and then 
regional selections, culminating in the selection of winners who served as official representatives 
of their respective regions. This involved a total of 548 young people and professionals. The final 
phase in Yaoundé brought together nearly 70 regional champions, including a notable participant: a 
French national studying at the University of Cambridge (UK). This report recounts the key moments 
of the second edition of the Cameroon Oratory Cup, from registration in February 2025, through the 
regional competitions in March-May, to the grand national final in September at Amphitheatre 300 
of the University of Yaoundé I1 and the UBUNTU Cultural Center2.

1 From Monday 15th to Saturday 20th September 2025, the training sessions, elimination rounds and the grand final took place in this 
amphitheatre.
2The Ubuntu Cultural Centre hosted the finals of the eloquence, slam and storytelling categories on the afternoon of Thursday, September 18, 
2025.



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

6

ABOUT COCAM

Lancée Launched in 2023, the Cameroon Oratory Cup (COCAM) is a structured project for the 
development of Cameroonian orality led by Debate Cameroon (CDA) in partnership with more than 
one hundred Cameroonian civil society organizations and institutions in order to raise awareness, 
train, select and put Cameroonian speakers in competition at the local, regional, sub-regional, 
continental and global level on current and future topics in a diversity of languages and artistic or 
cultural disciplines. The CDA is affiliated with a global network of debate and speech programs in 
several languages and across several continents. One of the program’s objectives is to contribute 
to maximizing Cameroon’s representation in sub-regional and international competitions. In the 
short term, by 2026, plans include a national championship with ten (10) categories and the 
organization of the first edition of the Central Africa Plus sub-regional championship. COCAM was 
created through the merger of national and regional oratory competitions organized by the CDA, 
the umbrella organization for Cameroonian oratory, from 2009 to 2015 and then from 2019 to 
2021, including: CANUDC 1, 2, 3 and ORATORIUM 1 and 2.

MISSION & OBJECTIVES OF COCAM

Mission of COCAM

To contribute to the development of an authentic Cameroonian oratory culture, based on African 
oral traditions, with the aim of showcasing Cameroon’s oral heritage and promoting national and 

transnational oral tradition actors.

Strategic objectives

 Strategic Objective 1: To identify and train young, untapped talent in Cameroonian oral storytelling, 
mentoring them and showcasing their work on the national and international stage.

Strategic Objective 2: To ensure Cameroon’s permanent representation in international oral 
storytelling competitions, in as many international languages ​​as possible, at all sub-regional, 
continental, and global events and forums.

Strategic Objective 3: To develop, in a competitive manner and with a view to its self-sufficiency, a 
national transdisciplinary network of public and private actors focused on youth, arts, culture, and 
development in the 10 regions of Cameroon.

Strategic Objective 4: To encourage the observance and even the promotion of rights, responsibilities, 
and values ​​related to the Sustainable Development Goals and the ideals of the United Nations through 
the implementation of innovative socio-cultural projects centered on dialogue.

Strategic Objective 5: To contribute to the democratic structuring of the illocutionary movement in 
Cameroon and Central Africa by establishing appropriate and efficient management bodies.

Strategic Objective 6: To promote the presentation of the tangible and intangible heritage of 
Cameroon and the sub-region through engaging and media-based oral activities for young people in 
the 10 regions of Cameroon.
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OUR APPROACH

COCAM is a structuring project headed by an organizing team or committee established to organize, 
monitor, and ensure the smooth running of the competition throughout the country, step by step. 
This committee includes, among others: experts in the fields of oratory, communication, art, and law; 
teachers; partners; members of the CDA (National Academy of Oratory Arts); and local organizations 
operating in the field of public speaking. Before the official launch of each edition, the CDA contacts 
institutions by letter that could host the competition at the national level. The national competition 
is linked to a National Academy of Oratory Arts where certain participants—students, professionals, 
and partners—receive the status of national coach. But it all begins at the local level, in the regions.

The Pre-Competition Phase

COCAM begins with preparatory activities in the regions: on-the-ground communication, awareness 
campaigns, and training for participants and partner institutions. Several activities have been 
carried out, including identifying the schools and universities that will participate in the competition, 
sending invitations to the heads of these institutions, establishing databases, and training the 
candidates.

1. 1- Identification of Schools and Universities

The competition is organized for young people, whether enrolled in school or not. We identified 
these schools throughout the country, in all regions and by city, through our various coordination 
and artistic direction teams.

Table 1 :  Summary of targeted institutions by region

N° REGION

SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS

UNIVERSITY AND 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS TOTAL

Colleges High 
schools Private Public

1 ADAMAOUA 18 11 09 01 39
2 CENTRE 07 05 15 02 29
3 EAST 08 09 05 01 23
4 FAR NORTH 14 20 05 01 40
5 LITTORAL 15 06 07 01 29
6 NORTH 09 15 06 00 30

7 NORTH WEST 03 02 04 01 10

8 WEST
Dschang 04 05 01 01 11

28
Bafoussam 04 07 06 00 17

9 SOUTH
Ebolowa 03 04 06 01 14

49
Kribi 14 12 09 00 35

10 SOUTH WEST
Buea 04 03 06 01 14

28
Limbe 08 03 03 00 14

TOTAL 111 102 82 10 305
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1.2- Official invitations letters to Schools and Universities

After identifying the participating institutions, invitations are sent to them through our regional 
coordinators.
Participation in the junior category competition is contingent upon parental authorization and 
endorsement from the student’s home institution. This year, the junior competition included an 
online selection phase at the final stage between the top best regional candidates. The top final 
candidates received full scholarship from the National Org. committee, to travel to Yaoundé for the 
national finals.

Table 2 :  Summary of Targeted Institutions at the National Level

N°
MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND HIGH 
SCHOOLS

VOCATIONNAL SCHOOLS 
AN UNIVERSITIES

Colleges High schools Private Public

111 102 82 10

TOTAL
213 92

305

A total of 305 institutions (213 high schools and middle schools; 92 universities and higher 
education institutions) received official invitations to participate in COCAM 2025 by mail.

1.3- Database Establishment

After identifying and sending invitations to the selected institutions, a database for data archiving 
is established. This crucial phase of the organization allows for the collection of information on the 
various candidates who registered either online or in person.
For registration and efficient data management, a registration link is set up to enrol candidates, 
partners, coaches, and judges. Information is centralized at the national level through this link.
Candidates without an Android phone or email address are enrolled by regional representatives or 
the central committee after completing physical forms.
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1.4- Capacity building for all candidates

 Following the aforementioned steps, candidates receive training in their respective regions, both 
online and in person, covering the various categories, the rules of the game, and the values of our 
partners in relation to the overall theme of the competition. These training sessions took place in all 
regions of the country and were led by experienced trainers with proven track records, covering all 
categories. This hybrid model was chosen to allow as many candidates and all interested individuals 
as possible to participate and receive training to prepare themselves for the competition itself. 

	

	

Figure 2 :  Presentation of some posters for the training programs

2- The Competition Phase

This second stage is the crucial element of COCAM. It is the competition phase itself. It consists of 
the preliminary rounds, the regional rounds, and the national final.

2.1- Preliminaries

The participating institutions are asked to select their candidates and, if possible, to put them through 
an internal competitive selection process. Candidates who do not follow the formal channels of their 
institutions can participate in the regional competition, even if they are not officially nominated by 
their institutions. Senior and Master’s candidates do not need official confirmation to participate in 
the national championship.

2.2- Regionals Summary

The regional competitions mark the official start of the competition. Here, registered candidates 
are trained and compete in preliminary rounds leading up to the regional final in three different 
categories across five disciplines: debate, advocacy, public speaking, slam poetry, and storytelling1.

1 Candidates were divided into three categories: Juniors (aged 12 to 17), Seniors (aged 18 to 24) and finally Masters 
(aged over 24).

#
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1.4- Forma�on des candidats

Figure 2 :  Présent���n �e ��e���es ����es ���r �es ��r����ns 

2- La phase de la compé��on 

 Après les étapes suscitées, les candidats sont formés dans les régions, en ligne et en présen�el, 

sur les différentes rubriques, les règles de jeu et les valeurs de nos partenaires en lien avec le thème 

général de la compé��on. Ces forma�ons se sont déroulées dans toutes les régions du pays et 

animées par les formateurs aguerris ayant un parcours avéré, ceci dans toutes les rubriques. Ce 

modèle hybride a été choisi afin de perme�re au maximum de candidats et toutes les personnes 

intéressées de pouvoir prendre part et se faire former afin d'affuter leur arme pour la compé��on

proprement dite. 

Ce�e seconde étape cons�tue l'axe crucial du COCAM. C'est la phase de la compé��on proprement 

dite. Elle est cons�tuée des préliminaires, des régionales et de la finale na�onale.

2.1- Les Préliminaires

Les établissements en compé��on sont appelés à sélec�onner leurs candidats et si possible à les 

faire passer par un processus de sélec�on compé��ve interne. Les candidats qui ne passent guère 

par la voie royale de leurs ins�tu�ons peuvent prendre part à la compé��on au niveau des régions, 

même s'ils ne sont pas officiellement envoyés par leurs établissements. Les candidats seniors et 

masters n'ont pas besoin de courrier officiel pour prendre part au championnat na�onal.

2.2- Les Régionales

Les régionales cons�tuent le début effec�f de la compé��on. Ici, les candidats enregistrés sont 

formés, mis en compé��on des éliminatoires jusqu'à la finale régionale en trois catégories différentes 

sur les cinq rubriques que sont : le débat, la plaidoirie, l'éloquence, le slam/poésie et le conte/
4story-telling .

Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO
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Only after these various stages of the competition are the representatives of each region determined. 
These regional competitions took place in all regions of Cameroon.

Figure 3 Illustration of some Regional Selections

Under the guidance of the Regional Coordinators, the competition was held in each region. After 
registration and training, teams were formed to launch the competition in each category. Only after 
this phase were the best teams identified, and these regional champions then represented their 
respective regions.

3Candidates were divided into three categories: Juniors (aged 12 to 17), Seniors (aged 18 to 24) and finally Masters 
(aged over 24).

#

11

Ce n'est qu'à l'issue de ces différentes étapes de la compé��on que sont connu le/les représentants 
5

de chaque région .  Ces régionales se sont déroulées dans les différentes régions que compte le 

Cameroun.

Figure 3 : Illus��a�on �e �uel�ues �éle��ons �égionales

Sous la Houle�e des coordonnateurs Régionaux, s'est tenue la compé��on dans chaque région. 

Après les inscrip�ons et forma�ons, les équipes ont te cons�tué à l'effet de lancer la compé��on 

dans chaque rubrique. Ce n'est qu'après ce�e phase que les meilleurs sont connus, et ce sont ces 

meilleurs régionaux qui représentent les régions, chacun sa région 

3 Les candidats étaient repar�s en trois catégories : les Junior (âgés de 12 à 17 ANS), les senior 

  (âgés de 18 à 24 ans) et enfin les Masters (âgés au-delà de 24 ans).
4 Le concours na�onal d'éloquence n'a pas connu les phases régionales. 
5 Ceci étant lié aux contraintes financières et un manque d'accompagnement financier.
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Table  5 : Regional summary

N° REGION DATE (S) LOCATION

1 Adamaoua 24-26/04/2025 Alliance Française de Garoua

2 Centre 03-10/05/2025 Tiff Skil Academy, UCAC

3 EST 10/05/2025 DYSDA

4 Extrême Nord 07 Juy 2025 CDA Far-North

5 Littoral April 2025  Be Yourself

6 North 10/05/2025  
l’Institut des Beaux Arts et de 
l’Innovation (IBAI) à l’université de 
Garoua.

7 Nord-West 18/04/2025
l’Université Catholique de Bamenda 
(CATUC)

8 Ouest
15 Avril au 3 Mai 
2025

Alliance Franco-Camerounaise de 
Dschang

9 Sud- Ouest 26 Avril 2025 Limbe & Buea

10 Sud Juillet 2025 Ebolowa

2.3- The Nationals

It took place primarily at the University of Yaoundé 
and the UBUNTU Cultural Center from Monday, 
September 15th to Saturday, September 20th, 
2025. In total, nine out of ten delegations travelled 
to Yaoundé for this final. An additional category was 
introduced: Negotiations. For this grand final, the 
qualified senior and Master categories competed in 
Yaoundé, while the junior category held its qualifying 
rounds online. This was for obvious reasons: the 
national COCAM (Cameroon Olympic Committee) took 
place during a period when the juniors had returned 
to school. Only the top performers after these online 
qualifying rounds were invited to Yaoundé for the 
closing ceremony on Saturday.

#

12

Tableau 5 : Réca�i�u�a�� ��� Régionaux

2.3- La finale Na�onale

Elle s'est déroulée à l'université de Yaoundé 

principalement et au centre culturel UBUNTU du 

Lundi 15 au Samedi 20 Septembre 2025. Au total, 

neuf déléga�ons sur 10 ont fait le voyage pour 

Yaoundé à l'occasion de ce�e finale. Une rubrique 

supplémentaire a été introduite : Les Négociales. 

Pour ce�e grandefinale, les catégories senior et 

Master qualifiées ont faits toute la compé��on à 

Yaoundé, tandis que la catégorie junior a fait ses 

éliminatoires en ligne, ceci pour des raisons évidentes :

 le COCAM na�onal, s'est déroulé à une période où les 

juniors avaient repris les classes. Seuls les meilleurs 

après ces éliminatoires en ligne ont été invités à 

Yaoundé pour la clôture Samedi.

Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO
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a- The UBUNTU Cultural Centre

 The Ubuntu Cultural Center served as the 
venue for the finals of three categories in 
this competition: Slam/Poetry, Eloquence, 
and Storytelling. The finals of these different 
categories were held on Thursday, September 
18th, in the afternoon and saw the presence 
of leading figures in the field, such as the 
slam poet Rodrigue NDZANA, who also served 
as president of the jury for this category, the 
notable presence of Paul YANN, voice-over 
expert, Marlyse NZOUENGOU (playwright and 

actress, AIDUS), Professor PANGOP Alain Cyr, and the President of COCAM, Samuel BINYOU, to 
name just a few.

bThe University of Yaoundé I
Amphitheatre 300 of the Faculty of Arts, Letters, and Human Sciences at the University of Yaoundé 
and its surrounding areas hosted the training sessions, national qualifying rounds, and final rounds 
for each category. Several competition-related activities took place: training sessions, entertainment, 
opening and closing ceremonies, qualifying rounds, and the various finals for pleading, debating, 
and negotiation, at the junior, senior, and master levels.
The event scheduled at the National Museum was cancelled due to organizational delays. 
Participants received refresher training on the competition rules, objectives, and various stages; in 
addition, they benefited from intensive training sessions until Saturday, September 20th.

Figure 4 : Overall images Opening ceremony (Wed. 17/09/25, Amphitheater 300 U.Y.I)
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In its mission to train and mentor young people, the Cameroon 
Debate Association aims to perpetuate the culture of debate 
and public speaking by training professionals and equipping 
them to become coaches and trainers in public speaking. It is 
with this in mind that it has, As part of the second edition of 
the National Academy of Oral Arts of Cameroon (ANAO), orators 
were trained to become trainers and teachers of the discipline 
in their respective communities. To this end, the learners and 
future champions of the art of public speaking received cutting-
edge training, including masterclasses taught by experts in the 
field. A total of five masterclasses were offered: Slam Poetry, 
Poetry, Voice-Over, Advocacy, Communication and Publication, 
and the Economics of Orality.

Figure 5 Training poster. National Training Academy.

Figure 5: Master Class 
posters.

4ANAO-Académie Nationale d’Art oratoire
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The masterclasses were held from Wednesday, September 17th to Saturday, September 20th, 
2025 in Amphitheatre 300. Through slam poetry, performance artist Rodrigue Ndzana shared his 
knowledge and expertise in the field. Following this, another masterclass, focusing on voice-over 
work, was presented by expert Paul Yann. Participants expressed their satisfaction with the training. 
Professor Alain Cyr Pangop and Attorney John Bopou Tchana then took to the stage, respectively 
presenting on advocacy and public communication. The modules on the economics of orality and 
storytelling were led by Head Coach Samuel Binyou and Marlyse Nzouengou Fopa, an actress, 
playwright, and representative of the AIDUS Cameroon network. The experts thoroughly guided 
the participants on techniques and strategies for delivering effective presentations and making a 
positive impression. In addition to that, there are the techniques of good communication. 

Figure 5: Master Class posters.

The tables below summarize the results. At the national level, we have recorded the training and 
certification of approximately 30 national coaches/trainers for the year 2025 who can be made 
available to our partners. 



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

16

Ta
bl

e 
5 

:  
CO

CA
M

 2
5-

 B
ES

T 
N

AT
IO

N
AL

 S
PE

AK
ER

S-
 H

IG
H 

SC
HO

O
LS

 &
 M

ID
D

LE
 S

CH
O

O
LS

   
   

 
C

A
N

D
ID

A
T

E
S

 –
 F

R
E

N
C

H
 T

R
A

C
K

C
A

N
D

ID
A

T
E

S
-E

N
G

L
IS

H
 T

R
A

C
K

N
°

D
is

c
ip

lin
e

s
R

a
n

k
N

a
m

e
s 

&
 

S
u

rn
a

m
e

s
In

st
it

u
ti

o
n

P
h

o
n

e
 

N
u

m
b

e
r

N
a

m
e

s 
&

 
S

u
rn

a
m

e
s

In
st

it
u

ti
o

n
P

h
o

n
e

 
N

u
m

b
e

r

1

DEBATE

1
N

G
AK

TI
 

H
iv

an
a 

H
ar

ou
na

 
Co

llè
ge

 
Pr

ot
es

ta
nt

 
de

 
N

ga
ou

nd
ér

é
6 

89
 7

5 
88

 0
6

Je
ni

fe
r D

ze
si

ny
uy

 
N

yu
ys

em
o

G
H

S 
BA

TO
KE

67
6 

18
 2

3 
34

2
2

SO
UM

EY
A 

AN
IA

Ly
cé

e 
de

 o
ur

o-
tc

hé
dé

 
M

ar
ou

a
64

05
02

24
0

Et
on

go
 H

en
sl

ey
 

Iy
as

sa
G

H
S 

BA
TO

KE
67

1 
34

 3
0 

02

3
3

AN
OU

BO
N

G
 

T.
 

Al
ex

 D
.

Ly
cé

e 
bi

lin
gu

e 
de

 
D

sc
ha

ng
6 

72
 1

8 
92

 2
1

Sa
m

je
h 

Lo
ur

de
s 

Zi
nk

ah
G

BH
S 

Ba
m

en
da

65
3 

83
 9

1 
92

4

SLAM

1
AN

OU
BO

N
G

 
T.

 
Al

ex
 D

.
Ly

cé
e 

bi
lin

gu
e 

de
 

D
sc

ha
ng

6 
72

 1
8 

92
 2

1

5
2

SO
UM

EY
A 

AN
IA

Ly
cé

e 
de

 o
ur

o-
tc

hé
dé

 
M

ar
ou

a
64

05
02

24
0

6
3

H
al

im
at

ou
 S

ad
ia

 
M

ou
ss

a
Éc

ol
e 

SO
N

AR
A

67
87

15
06

9

7

TALES

1
Bo

un
go

ul
é 

N
ts

am
a 

M
ira

be
lle

Co
llè

ge
 S

on
ar

a
64

08
22

25
1

 

8

P. SPEAKING

1
N

ga
kt

i 
H

iv
an

a 
H

ar
ou

na
 

Co
llè

ge
 

pr
ot

es
ta

nt
 

de
 

N
ga

ou
nd

er
e

6 
89

 7
5 

88
 0

6
SA

M
JE

H
 L

OU
RD

ES
 

ZI
N

KA
H

G
BH

S 
BA

M
EN

DA
65

38
39

19
2

9
2

AN
G

O 
ON

AN
A 

AL
FR

ED
 

JO
N

AT
H

AN
 

SE
RG

E

Co
lle

ge
 p

riv
é 

ca
th

ol
iq

ue
 D

ON
 B

OS
CO

65
85

02
38

7
Je

ni
fe

r D
ze

si
ny

uy
 

N
yu

ys
em

o
G

H
S 

BA
TO

KE
67

61
82

33
4

10
3

EL
ON

G
O 

Jo
se

ph
Ly

cé
e 

Bi
lin

gu
e 

de
 

D
sc

ha
ng

67
7 

71
 8

7 
40

11

MOOT 
COURT

1
Fu

h 
Bl

ai
se

 N
eb

a 
Fu

h
 G

BH
S 

BA
M

EN
DA

65
02

16
22

7

12 	



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

17

	

Ta
bl

e 
5 

: S
EN

IO
R

’S
 &

 M
AS

TE
R

’S
 C

O
CA

M
 2

5-
 N

AT
IO

N
AL

 B
ES

T 
SP

EA
KE

R
S

   
   

 
C

A
N

D
ID

A
T

E
S

- 
F

R
E

N
C

H
 T

R
A

C
K

C
A

N
D

ID
A

T
E

S
- 

E
N

G
L

IS
H

 T
R

A
C

K

N
°

D
is

c
ip

lin
e

s
R

a
n

k
F

u
ll 

n
a

m
e

U
n

iv
e

rs
it

y
Te

l
F

u
ll 

n
a

m
e

U
n

iv
e

rs
it

y
P

h
o

n
e

 N
u

m
b

e
r

1

DEBATE

1
EB

IN
EM

BE
G

N
E 

ET
OU

N
D

I M
ar

ie
 

El
is

e
Es

st
ic

68
06

15
56

0
BU

N
G

AI
 

M
ar

ie
 Jo

se
tte

 
Le

in
yu

y

N
at

io
na

l H
ig

he
r 

Po
ly

te
ch

ni
c 

Ba
m

en
da

m
ar

ie
le

in
yu

y2
02

2@
gm

ai
l.

co
m

2
2

N
DJ

IE
N

G
 

M
PO

UM
A 

Bo
re

l

Un
iv

er
si

té
 

ca
th

ol
iq

ue
 d

e 
Be

rt
ou

a
68

64
36

55
5

Ku
m

 
Em

m
ac

ul
at

e 
M

bo
ng

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
68

32
41

41
3

3
3

TO
UK

O 
EB

OL
O 

Ar
ie

lle
 S

te
lla

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
Ya

ou
nd

é 
1

68
99

19
98

1
M

aw
oh

 
M

ar
ie

 N
oe

l 
N

yu
yf

on
ik

em

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
m

aw
oh

m
ar

ie
no

el
@

gm
ai

l.
co

m

4

SLAM

1
KA

G
ON

BE
 

KA
ÏG

AM
A 

Jo
ël

Un
iv

er
si

té
 

Ca
th

ol
iq

ue
 

d’
Af

riq
ue

 C
en

tra
le

65
54

97
95

6
Ta

m
aj

on
g 

As
hl

ey
 N

ge
gh

a
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f 

Ba
m

en
da

23
7 

67
7 

65
9 

57
9

5
2

EB
IN

EM
BE

G
N

E 
ET

OU
N

D
I M

ar
ie

 
El

is
e

Es
st

ic
68

06
15

56
0

bu
ng

ai
 M

ar
ie

 
Jo

se
tte

 
Le

in
yu

y

N
at

io
na

l H
ig

he
r 

Po
ly

te
ch

ni
c 

Ba
m

en
da

m
ar

ie
le

in
yu

y2
02

2@
gm

ai
l.

co
m

6
3

D
ik

on
gu

e 
Ba

le
ba

 
D

on
al

d 
D

el
ph

in
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

D
ou

al
a

65
73

11
83

5
Tc

ho
ua

m
en

i 
M

el
is

a 
Lu

m

Ca
th

ol
ic

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 

of
 C

am
er

oo
n 

(C
AT

UC
)

65
13

22
51

2

7

TALES

1
Ib

ra
hi

m
a 

Sa
rle

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
N

’G
ao

un
dé

ré
65

89
91

08
7

M
aw

oh
 

M
ar

ie
 N

oe
l 

N
yu

yf
on

ik
em

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
m

aw
oh

m
ar

ie
no

el
@

gm
ai

l.
co

m

8
2

W
an

dj
i N

JO
M

O 
St

ev
e 

Al
ex

is
Es

st
ic

68
80

27
62

4
Ku

m
 

Em
m

ac
ul

at
e 

M
bo

ng

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
68

32
41

41
3

9
3

KA
M

KA
N

 T
ON

BA
 

D
OR

IS
 C

AB
RE

L
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

M
ar

ou
a

65
80

81
68

4
N

ji 
Em

m
an

ue
l 

Fr
u 

N
ji

Ca
th

ol
ic

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 

of
 C

am
er

oo
n 

(C
AT

UC
)

67
5 

30
8 

31
6



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

18

	 10

PUBLIC SPEAKING

1
SA

BA
RA

 II
 

D
ID

IE
R 

JU
ST

E-
RO

I

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
N

’G
ao

un
dé

ré
69

13
61

87
8

Cl
ar

is
 

N
yu

yk
on

gm
o 

G
ha

ka
ny

uy
  

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
68

1 
11

 6
5 

96

11
2

N
DJ

IE
N

G
 

M
PO

UM
A 

Bo
re

l
Un

iv
er

si
té

 c
at

ho
liq

ue
 

de
 B

er
to

ua

N
DJ

IE
N

G
 

M
PO

UM
A 

Bo
re

l

CH
I O

VI
N

E 
TA

H
M

UN
AG

	
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f 

Ba
m

en
da

67
6 

05
 6

0 
81

  

12
3

KE
AB

OU
 V

is
ca

el
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

D
ou

al
a

69
54

61
56

0
OL

OU
M

E 
BO

D
IO

N
G

 
Aa

ro
n 

Ja
m

el
UC

AC
68

8 
49

 9
4 

17

13

MOOT COURT

1
BI

W
OL

E 
JE

AN
 

RE
N

É 
AB

RA
H

AM

UN
IV

ER
SI

TE
 

CA
TH

OL
IQ

UE
 

D
’A

FR
IQ

UE
 C

EN
TR

AL
E

68
64

40
86

4
KW

I B
OY

IK
IH

 
AL

BE
RT

-
CL

IN
TO

N

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Ba

m
en

da
 6

58
 1

38
 6

66

14
2

YO
N

KO
U 

N
G

UE
N

IA
 W

ilf
rie

d 
Jo

se
ph

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
D

ou
al

a
69

03
45

32
5

N
KE

M
EN

YI
 

D
ON

FA
CK

 
ER

IC
A

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
D

sc
ha

ng

15
3

D
EB

OR
D

 D
IM

IT
RI

UN
IV

ER
SI

TE
 D

E 
CA

M
BR

IG
E

+3
3 

6 
58

 3
8 

06
 9

8
M

oh
am

m
ed

 
Aw

al
 A

da
m

u
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f 

Ba
m

en
da

67
47

46
07

0

16

NEGOTIATIONS

1
D

EB
OR

D
 D

im
itr

i
UN

IV
ER

SI
TE

 D
E 

CA
M

BR
IG

E
+3

3 
6 

58
 3

8 
06

 9
8

16
2

TO
UK

O 
EB

OL
O 

AR
IE

LL
E 

ST
EL

LA
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

Ya
ou

nd
é 

1
68

99
19

98
1

17
3

KA
M

W
A 

TE
BE

U 
CO

N
ST

Y 
D

IL
AN

E
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

D
ou

al
a

67
83

53
93

7



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

19

TR
O

PH
EE

S 
O

F 
TH

E 
SI

X 
(0

6)
 D

SI
C

IP
LI

N
ES

 - 
C

O
C

AM
 2

02
5

N
°

IN
D

IV
ID

U
A

L 
D

IN
ST

IN
C

TI
O

N
S

N
A

M
ES

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
/S

co
ol

s
Co

nt
ac
t

1
M

O
O

T 
C

O
U

R
T 

– 
1S

T 
PR

IZ
E-

 J
U

N
IO

R
 F

U
H

 B
LA

IS
E 

N
EB

A 
FU

H
  

G
BH

S 
BA

M
EN

D
A

65
02

16
22

7

2
M

O
O

T 
C

O
U

R
T-

 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 S
EN

IO
R

/M
AS

TE
R

BI
W

O
LE

 J
EA

N
 R

EN
É 

AB
R

AH
AM

U
C

AC
68

64
40

86
4

3
TA

LE
S/

ST
O

R
Y 

TE
LL

IN
G

- 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 J
U

N
IO

R
 

BO
U

N
G

O
U

LÉ
 N

TS
AM

A 
M

ira
be

lle
C

ol
lè

ge
 S

O
N

AR
A

64
08

22
25

1

4
TA

LE
S/

ST
O

R
Y 

TE
LL

IN
G

- 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 S
EN

IO
R

/M
AS

TE
R

IB
R

AH
IM

A 
SA

R
LE

U
ni

ve
rs

ité
 d

e 
N

’G
ao

un
dé

ré
65

89
91

08
7

5
SL

AM
/P

O
ET

R
Y-

 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 J
U

N
IO

R
AN

O
U

BO
N

G
 T

. A
LE

X 
D

.
Ly

cé
e 

Bi
lin

gu
e 

de
 

D
sc

ha
ng

6 
72

 1
8 

92
 2

1

6
SL

AM
/P

O
ET

R
Y-

 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 S
EN

IO
R

/M
AS

TE
R

KA
G

O
N

BE
 K

AÏ
G

AM
A 

JO
ËL

U
C

AC
65

54
97

95
6

7
D

EB
AT

E-
 1

ST
 P

R
IZ

E-
 J

U
N

IO
R

N
G

AK
TI

 H
IV

AN
A 

H
AR

O
U

N
A

C
ol

lè
ge

 P
ro

te
st

an
t d

e 
N

’G
ao

un
dé

ré
6 

89
 7

5 
88

 0
6

8
D

EB
AT

E-
 1

ST
 P

R
IZ

E-
 S

EN
IO

R
/M

AS
TE

R
EB

IN
EM

BE
G

N
E 

ET
O

U
N

D
I M

ar
ie

 
El

is
e

ES
ST

IC
68

06
15

56
0

9
PU

BL
IC

 S
PE

AK
IN

G
- 1

ST
 P

R
IZ

E-
 J

U
N

IO
R

SA
M

JE
H

 L
O

U
R

D
ES

 Z
IN

KA
H

G
BH

S 
BA

M
EN

D
A

67
61

82
33

4

10
PU

BL
IC

 S
PE

AK
IN

G
- 1

ST
 P

R
IZ

E-
 S

EN
IO

R
/M

AS
TE

R
SA

BA
R

A 
II 

D
ID

IE
R

 J
U

ST
E-

R
O

I
U

ni
ve

rs
ité

 d
e 

N
’g

ao
un

dé
ré

69
13

61
87

8

11
N

EG
O

TI
AT

IO
N

- 1
ST

 P
R

IZ
E-

 S
EN

IO
R

/M
AS

TE
R

D
EB

O
R

D
 D

IM
IT

R
I

C
am

br
id

ge
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

+3
3 

6 
58

 3
8 

06
 9

8



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

20

	
C

O
C

A
M

 2
5 

T
E

A
M

 &
 IN

D
IV

ID
U

A
L 

PR
IZ

E
S

BE
ST

 F
EM

AL
E 

SP
EA

KE
R

ED
AN

G
 N

KO
’O

 S
yd

ne
y 

D
al

yl
e

Un
iv

er
si

té
 C

at
ho

liq
ue

 d
e 

Be
rt

ou
a

69
9 

45
 9

7 
82

CO
CA

M
 2

5 
SP

EC
IA

L 
JU

RY
 P

RI
ZE

W
AN

DJ
I N

JO
M

O 
St

ev
e 

Al
ex

is
ES

ST
IC

, Y
ao

un
dé

68
8 

02
 7

6 
24

BE
ST

 N
AT

IO
N

AL
 B

RA
IN

BA
LL

ER
Un

iv
er

si
té

 d
e 

Ya
ou

nd
é 

II
Ya

ou
nd

é

BE
ST

 T
EA

M
 W

IN
N

ER
 (D

EB
AT

E)
1-

	
Bu

ng
ai

 M
ar

ie
 Jo

se
tte

 L
ei

ny
uy

2-
	

Lu
m

 T
ch

ou
am

en
i M

el
is

a  
        

        
        

        
        

        
        

 
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f B

am
en

da
m

ar
ie

le
in

yu
y2

02
2@

gm
ai

l.c
om

6 
51

 3
2 

25
 1

2

BE
ST

 F
RE

N
CH

 T
EA

M
 (D

EB
AT

E)

1-
	

EB
IN

EM
BE

G
N

E 
ET

OU
N

D
I M

ar
ie

 E
lis

e
2-

	
N

DJ
IE

N
G

 M
PO

UM
A 

Bo
re

l

3-
	

To
uk

o 
Eb

ol
o 

Ar
ie

lle
 S

te
lla

ES
ST

IC
, Y

ao
un

dé

Un
iv

er
si

té
 c

at
ho

liq
ue

 d
e 

Be
rt

ou
a

Un
iv

er
si

té
 d

e 
Ya

ou
nd

é 
1

68
06

15
56

0

68
64

36
55

5

68
99

19
98

1
BE

ST
 IN

ST
IT

UT
IO

N
Un

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f B

am
en

da
Ba

m
en

da
BE

ST
 S

CH
OO

L-
 W

SD
C

Ec
ol

e 
SO

N
AR

A
Li

m
bé

BE
ST

 E
N

G
LI

SH
 JU

D
G

E
1-

	
Je

nn
ife

r A
ko

h,
2-

	
M

AC
H

E 
N

G
AS

SI
N

G
 D

ar
ci

se
 D

ol
or

is
3-

	
KE

N
D

U 
N

AN
ZI

E 
N

ad
ia

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

Ya
ou

nd
é

Ya
ou

nd
é

Bu
ea

6 
54

 1
7 

40
 3

6
67

4 
46

 8
6 

75
68

3 
46

 0
9 

14

BE
ST

 F
RE

N
CH

 JU
D

G
E

1-
	

YO
UR

I C
ab

re
l

2-
	

BE
SS

EN
G

UE
 A

ris
tid

e 
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
    

3-
	

D
r A

ka
m

ba
 M

ar
ce

lin
e

M
ar

ou
a

Be
rt

ou
a

D
ou

al
a,

 U
ni

ve
rs

ité
 d

e 
D

ou
al

a

6 
90

 8
9 

62
 9

2
6 

83
 3

5 
90

 7
1 

   
   

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

 
67

1 
97

 1
7 

23
   

   
   

BE
ST

 C
OA

CH
 E

N
G

LI
SH

1-
	

D
r. 

La
w

on
g 

Ke
nd

ra
 Y

aa
h

2-
	

M
AL

LA
 G

aë
lle

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
3-

	
M

r G
ED

EO
N

 C
H

IA
H

 F
UH

Ba
m

en
da

Li
m

bé
Ba

m
en

da
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

67
6 

60
 7

2 
87

67
5 

99
 6

6 
36

6 
72

 5
3 

24
 2

7

BE
ST

 C
OA

CH
 –

 F
RE

N
CH

1-
	

TA
KA

M
 A

la
in

2-
	

KA
M

D
EM

 K
ar

im
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

3-
	

KE
N

G
N

E 
FO

TS
O 

Ar
m

el
le

   

Ya
ou

nd
é

D
sc

ha
ng

D
sc

ha
ng

6 
99

 7
3 

65
 4

3
6 

86
 6

9 
37

 0
0

6 
72

 0
1 

60
 8

8
G

OV
ER

N
OR

’S
 A

W
AR

D
Ré

gi
on

 d
u 

Su
d-

Ou
es

t
Li

m
bé

BE
ST

 T
EC

H
N

IC
AL

 P
AR

TN
ER

 A
W

AR
D

M
IN

JE
C

Ya
ou

nd
é



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

21

CHALLENGES
Now in its second edition, COCAM is receiving a positive and resounding response on the ground. 
Having recently established itself in all regions of Cameroon, the CDA and the organizing committee 
are encountering several problems, including five (5) main difficulties:

Limited mobilization capacity: This difficulty arose on two levels. Firstly, at the institutional level: 
some of the targeted schools that could have participated in this second edition were hesitant 
and did not respond. For example, the Lycée Classique de Dschang declined to participate in 
the competition. Secondly, some candidates from the represented schools withdrew during the 
competition for various reasons. This difficulty stems from the fact that we are newly established in 
most regions of the country, and also because the competition is not yet well-known to the general 
public or most media outlets and partners.

Insufficient human resources and a need for training: Newly established in the ten regions, 
Debate Cameroon sometimes struggles to meet all the needs of its unpaid volunteers. Significant 
resources are required for field visits, awareness campaigns, and training. This represents the 
largest expense in the budget. There is also a pressing need for support in managing online digital 
tools and audio-visual production to facilitate coordination efforts.

A rapidly strengthening economic model: This year, over 80% of the competition’s financial 
resources were provided by Debate Cameroon (CDA). Since sending mail across the country required 
enormous funds, the organizing team had to reduce the number of institutions invited, targeting 
only a select few. The digital divide also prevents us from reaching all target audiences. The CDA’s 
economic model will reach its peak with the production of a COCAM television program, paving 
the way for advertisers to finance at least 50% of the direct expenses related to the organization. 
Facilitating the signing of an agreement with a public or private television station would be one of 
the project’s greatest achievements.

Logistical instability: To ensure that COCAM is a truly national multilingual championship, a 
system of partial and full scholarships was implemented to allow the most deserving participants 
to represent their regions. However, one of the reasons that led some candidates to withdraw, 
even after the regional phases, is the confirmation of the official competition date, which depends 
entirely on the logistical partner, the host university. To address this issue, it is imperative to set the 
final date for COCAM at least 12 months in advance of the event.
Furthermore, while we are extremely grateful for the logistical support of the University of Yaoundé 
1 (Amphitheatre 300, 6 rooms for accommodation), the venue made available to us for the event 
was insufficient for optimal organization. This issue has drawn the attention of the highest authority 
at the host institution.

National monitoring and international support for laureates: It would be wise to obtain the tacit 
support of the Ministry of External Relations (MINREX) or the Ministry of Youth and Civic Education 
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(MINJEC) to facilitate the international recognition of Debate Cameroon and COCAM with foreign 
diplomatic institutions, but also, and above all, to raise funds that allow national champions to 
freely participate in international events. For example, for the International Francophone Debate 
and Public Speaking Meetings (RIDEF 2025), Cameroon was represented by the champion from 
the Central Region, a Frenchman, Dimitri Debord, who also won the Senghor Prize on behalf of 
Cameroon. The other candidates were unable to cover their travel expenses. Last year, for the world 
championship in Paris, the Debate Cameroon (CDA) was able to mobilize all the necessary resources 
(visa fees, accommodation, airfare, stay, etc.), but the national champion was unable to obtain a 
visa. The most prominent competition is the World School Debating Championship in Kenya in July 
2026. We need technical, administrative and financial support to send a delegation of five (05) 
participants: three young people, 1 coach and CDA administrator.

PERSPECTIVES

Short term

- Increased visibility: Boost online presence through social media and SEO to reach 30,000 
followers.
- TV program: Launch the organization’s first public speaking television program, a first for the 
sub-region.
- Training and networking: Acquire specific skills through training or certifications to improve 
team effectiveness. Participate in professional events to establish relevant contacts.
- Sustainability: Sign national and international contracts with brands and companies + Funding 
for award winners’ micro-projects in disciplines such as creative sales, artistic pitching, etc.

Middle term

- Project Maturation: Development of a new artistic discipline called “Brainball,” with a national 
manual available in both languages.
- Official recognition of CDA by the State of Cameroon as an organization authorized to 
represent it in international public speaking competitions.
- International Impact: Launch of the first edition of the sub-regional championship (in 
partnership with the IFC network) to encourage sub-regional mobility in the twelve (12) sub-
disciplines and beyond. Regular representation of Cameroon at international events.

Long Term 

Global Expansion of the Concept: Through a media partnership, expand the “Brainball” 
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competition across the entire continent, starting with Central Africa, West Africa, and North Africa.
- Self-Financing: Build a sustainable economic model guaranteeing the financial security of the 
program and the organization, with the possibility of obtaining public-benefit organization status.
- Biennial of Arts and Orality: Potential launch of the International Festival of Arts and Orality (FIAO) 
by 2028 or 2029 at the latest. It will be held every two years in Cameroon with international 
visitors.
- International Cooperation: Develop international research and development cooperation 
between France (Europe) and Cameroon in the following areas: artistic creation, experimental 
research, and audio-visual production. Potential creation of a World Chair of Orality (CMO).

RECOMMENDATIONS

In light of these multiple challenges, the following recommendations are made for improvement and 
better organization in future editions:

1- Improve the communication strategy: The organizing team must produce sufficient 
documentation and establish a communication plan to inform the general public about the 
competition. To this end, they should forge partnerships with local media outlets.
2-Increase the competition’s visibility: To enhance the event’s appeal, establish collaboration 
agreements with other partners so they can participate, receive training, showcase their products, 
discover new talent, etc.
3-Enhance the skills development of the winners: To make the competition increasingly 
attractive and competitive, candidates must receive comprehensive, high-quality training led by 
local and international experts in both French and English.
4-Establish a post-competition administrative monitoring system: It would be beneficial for 
the competition to implement an inter-ministerial and multi-partner post-competition monitoring 
system that would guarantee Cameroon’s participation in international competitions and defend 
the interests of Cameroon and its national oratory federation within the global network.
5-Diversify the categories and orient COCAM towards the private sector: The “pitch,” 
“negotiation,” “voice-over,” and “advocacy” categories alone could attract numerous companies 
seeking talent.
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CONCLUSION

Having reached the end of this second edition of the competition, the COCAM organization has 
been a success overall. This is evidenced by the enthusiasm of the participants, our partners, 
and all stakeholders involved in the event. The difficulties encountered so far by the organizing 
committee are largely due to the novelty of the project; despite this, the event was a success, with 
the participation of nine out of ten regions of Cameroon, as well as a French delegation. Furthermore, 
we firmly believe that future editions will be even better organized. We would like to thank all our 
partners who believed in us and continue to do so. Special thanks to the Ministry of Youth and 
Civic Education (MINJEC) for sponsoring the event, to the University of Yaoundé I with whom we 
co-organized this second edition, thanks to UNESCO, UNICEF, CERDOTOLA, AIDUS Cameroon, the 
COCAM Adjutant College and all other public and private partners, gratitude also to all the regional 
coordinators and participants (competitors) without whom the event would not have taken place. 
To the entire organizing team who volunteered their time and effort, we extend our sincere thanks. 
Onward to the third edition!	

Done in Yaoundé, September 29, 2025

By Jean Pierre KENFACK,
Secretary General

Reviewed & approved by the President of COCAM
Samuel BINYOU
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TESTIMONY OF A NATIONAL LAUREATE

“I learned that multilingualism is not just a topic for debate, but a tool for building sustainable 
futures”

Dear President of COCAM,

Sometimes one opportunity can change the way a young 
person sees the world. The COCAM Debate and Public 
Speaking Competition did that for me. It was not just a 
contest — it was a doorway into courage, growth, and vision.
Through this platform, I discovered that my voice, though 
small, can carry weight. I learned that multilingualism 
is not just a topic for debate, but a tool for building 
sustainable futures. I now see the world differently: a 
place where languages unite rather than divide, where 
ideas can heal as much as they can transform.

Your decision to send coaches across Cameroon to train us in the World Schools Debate Format 
was more than logistics — it was an investment in us. An investment in young leaders, in dreamers, 
in voices that the world might never have heard otherwise.

As small as my voice may sound, I urge you: do not stop. Do not relent when others resent your 
institution. Think of the lives you have touched, the futures you have shaped, the dreams you have 
awakened. Remember our stories — remember my story.

Today, as the Best Speaker of the Competition, I do not see this as the end of a journey, but the 
beginning of a larger calling. You have shown me the power of speech, the importance of vision, and 
the strength of believing in oneself. And for this, I will always be grateful.

Thank you for giving me — and countless others — the gift of possibility. Thank you for daring to be 
the shoulder on which the young can stand and see the world.
With deepest gratitude and renewed purpose

NYUYSEMO JENIFER DZESINYUY, Government High School of Batoke (Limbé, South-West), COCAM 
2025 champion, Junior Best Speaker- English track.
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APPENDIX IMAGES COCAM 25- FINAL

Best moments- COCAM 2025
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Adamaoua

East

Partnership agreement with the University of Yaoundé 1

South-WestLittoral

Adamaoua

East
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PICTURES OF SOME REGIONAL SELECTIONS

Regional COCAM have been an astonishing success in localities prior to the national gathering. 
Local authorities where even sometimes present, the case in Douala, with the presence of a 
prominent figure of the Cameroonian political arena: Honorable Nourane FOSTER. In other 
localities, for instance, Dschang (West) and Ngaoundéré (Adamoua) we received partial or 
full technical, logistical and financial support for trainings and regional competitions from the 
French Language Alliance network in Cameroon.  

South

North-West Ouest



Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

34

	

PRESS RELEASE COCAM 25 NATIONAL FINAL

#

34
Rapport COCAM 25-UNESCO

PRESS RELEASE SUR LA GRANDE FINALE COCAM 25


